
MISUSED INVENTION: PEOPLE LINKED TO THE 
PRODUCTION OF ZYKLON B IN BOHEMIA 
(CZECH REPUBLIC) DURING WWII

MILADA SEKYRKOVÁ

CHARLES UNIVERSITY IN PRAGUE

ATHENS, 14 SEPTEMBER 2023



ZYKLON B• Granular diatomaceous earth saturated with hydrogen

cyanide, from which hydrogen cyanide gas (HCN) began

to be released when the package was opened. Its original

intended use was for disinfestation.

• From 1941, it began to be used as an instrument of

genocide in the gas chambers of the extermination camps

during World War II, primarily in the Auschwitz-Birkenau

and Maidanek camps.

• The key man tasked with optimizing Zyklon B killing in the

extermination camps was German SS officer Kurt Gerstein

(1905 – suicide 1945).

• Specifically, it was supposed to increase its deadly

effectiveness and shorten both the duration of action and

cleaning "after use". Gerstein originally cared about water

disinfection and did not agree with mass murder. But as

soon as he found out about him, he tried to get this

information out of Nazi Germany, specifically to the

Vatican to the Pope. Towards the end of the war, he

surrendered to the French army and in custody wrote the

so-called Gerstein report, which describes in detail the use

of the Zyklon B.

• Magazine article Mlynář 57, 1934, č. 24, s. 277.



ORIGIN AND PRODUCTION OF ZYKLON B

• Zyklon B was invented by Dr. Walter

Heerdt, Director of Degesch (Deutsche

Gesellschaft für Schädlingsbekämpfung),

owned the trademark and the right to

manufacture it

• Degesch was founded in 1920, 100%

owned by Degussa, which later played an

important role in production in

Czechoslovakia

• In the business year 1924/25, the factory

Dessauer Werke für Zucker und chemische

Industrie (DZR) started the first industrial

production of Zyklon B at the instigation of

Degesch - until the first half of the 1930s it

was the only producer of this gas

• In the 1930s, gas production also

started in France - the Sofumi

company in Villers-Saint-Sépulcre



KOLÍN
• Kolín is a city in the east of the Central Bohemian

Region

• It has approximately 33,000 inhabitants and has an

area of 35 km² with an average altitude of 220 meters.

• It lies about 60 km east of Prague on both banks of the

Elbe River.

• Kolín was probably founded before 1261 by King

Přemysl Otakar II, the well-preserved historical core is

protected as a city heritage reserve.

• In 1845, Kolín was connected to an important railway

between Prague and Olomouc, this fact is very

important for the further prosperity of the city, and

from the second half of the 19th century the city

underwent rapid industrialization.

• The chemical, automotive, engineering, food, printing

and metallurgical industries are represented here.

• In honor of the local music composer František Kmoch,

the Kmochův Kolín international wind music festival is

taking place in Kolín.



HISTORY OF THE FACTORY IN KOLÍN

• 1907 – Joint-stock company for the

processing of potassium lye was founded

in Kolín

• In the 1920s, it already figured as

Kaliwerke Aktiengesellschaft, generally

called "Draslovka"

• Degussa owned 6.7% of the shares 1932

– member of the board of directors of

"Draslovka" Hermann Schlosser, member

of the board of Degussy

• 1938 Schlosser vice chairman of the board

of directors of "Draslovka" and 1939

chairman of the board of Degussy, since

1933 member of the NSDAP

• 1935 – start of production of Zyklon B in

Kolín

• The initiator of the production was the

director of Draslovka. Max Stöcker

• Production increased during the occupation:

used to disinfest military equipment,

barracks, prison camps and concentration

camps

• The rate for a one-kilogram can of Zyklon B

was RM5



PROMOTION OF GAS IN THE PRESS 
AND AMONG LOCAL PEOPLE

• Advertisements offering the direct sale of gas or the assistance of experts in its use

for the disinsection of clothing and bed linen were published in the local press

between 1936 and 1942

• Wagons with modified air-tight superstructures drove to towns and villages, where

things for de-lice and de-worming were put

• The cans are equipped with a warning message and a warning component, alerting

people to the danger of releasing the gas into the air, causing mucous membrane

irritation

• Cans delivered to concentration camps during the war did not have a warning

message or a warning component based on the customer's requirements



ZYKLON B PRODUCTION VOLUME

Kolín Dessau

1941 13, 3 t 208, 6 t

1942 30, 5 t 315, 6 t

1943 58, 4 t 399, 2 t



VOLUME OF GAS SOLD IN 1942 AND 1943

Volume of sold Zyklon B from 

Kolín

1942 1943

To extermination camps cca 9, 131 t cca 18, 302 t

From that to Auschwitz cca 7, 478 t cca 12, 174 t



THE APPROACHING END OF THE WAR: 1944-1945

• At the beginning of the year

1945 a gas chamber was also

built in the Small Fortress in

Terezín, where gas supplies

were supposed to go only from

Cologne, fortunately due to the

advance of the troops, it was not

possible to put it into operation

• The Allies did not systematically bomb any of the Zyklon B

factories, although they knew what it was used for by 1944

at the latest

• On May 28, 1944, American bombers accidentally hit a

production hall in Dessau. This accidental raid shut down

production until July 14, 1944 August 6 – October 31, 1944

further shutdowns due to lack of raw materials

• On January 16, 1945, another raid on Dessau, the factory

was also hit

• On the night of 7.-8. In March 1945, the factory in Dessau

was finally destroyed by Allied aircraft raids Kolín then

remained the only manufacturer of Zyklon B

• (average gas "consumption" at Auschwitz was 2 tons per

month)

Vyhledat podrobnosti

https://translate.google.cz/details


JEWS - EMPLOYEES IN DRASLOVKA AND THEIR 
FATES

• Official Jílovský – poisoned himself

in 1941, when he was to be arrested

by the Gestapo

• Technicians from mixed marriages:

Dr. Strubel, engineer Vogel, dr. Urlich -

to work camps for people from mixed

families at the end of the war

• Engineer Viktor Grossmann 

• born December 3, 1903 

• In the 1930s, a member of the board of 

directors of Draslovka

• On December 22, 1943, he went to 

Terezín by transport Cx

• On October 28, 1944, sent by the last 

transport marked Ev with a number of 

prominent representatives of the Czech 

Jewish diaspora 

• Immediately after arrival at Birkenau

on October 29, 1944, all 2,038 

members of the transport gassed



ING. VIKTOR GRAF 
(18 OCTOBER 1894 – 31 JANUARY 1950)

• He came from a merchant family 

• He graduated from a technical college in 

Prague Since 1917, an employee of the 

Joint-Stock Company for the processing of 

potassium lye in Kolín

• 1920 marriage to Vlasta Jindráková (born 

19 May 1896) 1921 son Jiří, 1923 daughter 

Milena, 1927 daughter Taťána

• From the beginning of the 1930s, chief 

chemist of the plant, member of the board 

of directors of a joint-stock company

• 1935 production of Zyklon B started as a 

means for effective disinfection, disinsection

and deratization, i.e. to eliminate pests 

• After March 15, 1939, the Nuremberg Laws 

were introduced in the protectorate and, 

according to them, he was considered a Jew

• His wife did not divorce him, and therefore he 

was temporarily protected from deportation 

only 

• in the second half of 1944 did he enter the 

labor camp in Hagibor and on January 31, 

1945 was sent by transport AE 1 to Terezín

• He survived and returned to Cologne on May 

10, 1945



ING. VIKTOR GRAF – AFTER 1945

• From 1945 he became the director of

Draslovka, then incorporated into the

national enterprise Synthesia

• When he realized how Zyklon B had

been misused, he suffered from

remorse.

• He couldn't bear the idea that he

belonged to the people who

introduced gas production in Cologne

In January 1950, hospitalized in the

nervous department of the hospital

for severe depression

• On January 30, 1950 he went to

work after hospitalization and was

found dead on January 31, 1950

• He committed suicide by

poisoning himself with a solution

of potassium cyanide, which he

had prepared himself for this

purpose, and with suicidal intent

he went to the toilet, where he

swallowed the solution



CONCLUSION

• Production of Zyklon B at the Draslovka Lučební závod in Kolín in central

Bohemia continues under the changed trade name Uragan D2. It is

stabilized liquid hydrogen cyanide (min. 97.6%), completely absorbed into

a porous material, gas-tightly sealed in cans. Stabilization is carried out

with phosphoric acid in the amount of 0.1% and sulfur dioxide in the

amount of 0.9-1.1%. URAGAN D2 (HCN) is included in the group of highly

toxic substances and extremely flammable in the sense of the valid

regulations on dangerous substances harmful to health

• It is used as a disinfectant and pest control agent during gassing

(fumigation), e.g. in agriculture



THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION !


